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Government Expenditure For Torture Claimants Is Over $600 Million
Only 0.4% established cases

The government expenditure for torture claimants and claims for non-refoulement have continued to
increase in recent years. Spendings include providing for humanitarian and legal aid. The expected
expenditure for the next financial year is $644m, which is a 64% increase compared to three years ago.
Legal aid has increased 86%, and 9,600 cases are waiting to be screened to date. Among the 5500+ cases
last year, only 25 cases were established. This means that for every 1000 applicants, only four receive
humanitarian aid.

Any people who illegally enter Hong Kong can apply for torture claimants at the Immigration Department.
Successful applicants can stay in Hong Kong without repatriation. According to the statistics from the
Immigration Department, expenditure keeps increasing in works related to torture claimants. It has
increased from $390m between years 2012 to 2013 to $644m, which is an increase of 64%. From 2009 to
2014, the Immigration Department screened 5581 cases, but only 25 are established. 14 Sri Lankan and 8
Jordanian cases are included among the established ones.

Last March, the government implemented an unified screening mechanism (USM) to determine claims
for non-refoulement protection against expulsion, return or extradition from Hong Kong to another
country. By the end of last year, there were 9,618 cases. Most of the applicants are Pakistanian, adding to
2,166. There were also Indian and Bangladeshi applicants, 1,760 and 1,237 respectively. Crimes related to
applicants of the claimants are increasing. Excluding illegal employment, other crime cases increased from
493 in 2012 to 738 in 2014, which is about a 50% increase.

Furthermore, in order to fight against foreign domestic helpers who abuse earlier end contracts to change
employers, the Immigration Department has strengthened the review process since June 2013. By
February, the Immigration Department had found 4,300 suspicious cases. 313 cases were rejected, and it
is believed that this measure can improve the situation.

Although since 2013 non-citizen parents from Mainland China were not allowed to enter Hong Kong, many
still try to. From April last year to February this year, the Immigration Department had 51,000 suspicions
of pregnant Mainland China women, and 5,100 could not enter Hong Kong. Although Hong Kong rejects
non-citizen pregnant women to give birth in Hong Kong, Mainland China talents are welcomed. Around
10,000 non-local graduates stay or return to Hong Kong for work. 93% are Mainland China graduates, and
70% of them hold a Master's degree.



Original Article:

http://m.on.cc/nc/hknews/20150328/20150328222614lc.html
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