
THE SLUM ALONG THE DITCH

NAI WAI #7

We first photographed this ghetto in July 2010. Since then a 

face-lift masked the PIG FARM to create the illusion of village 

homes. Look closely, the upgrade only fools ISS-HK officers!

This Slum Lady runs three ghettos. ISS-HK pays her 36,263$ 

a month or 435,156$ a year to manage three refugee slums. 

In four years these three clusters netted 1,400,000 HK$

The return on investment (ROI) is 100% as no improvements 

are ever made. Refugees are forced to pay extra for lamps, 

basins, toilet and for friends or girlfriends spending the night.



Tarpaulins 

waterproof an 

old pig farm



ISS paid 36,263$ rent in Sep 2013

for 28 refugees in 2 farm houses



How much are ghettos worth?

With an average 25 tenants at 1000$ rent a month:

 In 2010 ISS paid this slum lady 300,000$ 

 In 2011 ISS paid this slum lady 300,000$

After rent assistance was raised to 1200$ a month:

 In 2012 ISS paid this slum lady 360,000$

 In 2013 ISS paid this slum lady 435,156$ (28 refugees)



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 the shacks 

were painted



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 air vents were 

replaced with old windows



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 no structural 

improvements were made



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 a face-lift fools 

case workers, not refugees



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 little 

has changed



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 this 

kitchen didn’t change



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 this outdoor 

basin remains the same



July 2010 October 2013

Since 2010 this basin 

remains unchanged



Inside one of 

the rooms











An toilet-shower combo



The Slum Lady 

lives in the 

White House



Her refugee 

tenants suffer 

in the ghetto



28 refugees pay 

400$ a month on 

top of ISS rent



In 4 years 
ISS paid me 
1,400,000$

ISS-HK is her gold mine


